
Our church Bassingbourn 



Bassingbourn Past

Home of historic mystery 

plays

RAF Bassingbourn 

Historic Spring

Taxi factory



● Started in 2017, Helen joined in 2021

● We have a partnership with ArchAngel Architects 

● We have all permissions to create a thriving 

Community Hub

● We are now raising money from the local community 

with a crowdfunding website

● We have ironed out the small practicalities enabling 

us to start within three months of raising the money 

● We now need to raise the remaining £1M and will 

create a group of founding trustees from those in 

the community

Where we are now



Serving the Community

See calendar on our website for events details

Support Groups, Companionship, Play, Music & Arts, Celebration, Worship

Tots & Toddlers . Messy Church . Home Groups . Community Singing Group . Music Concerts

Men’s Group . Women’s Group . Worship for all . School Community events 

Hosting Village Markets . Art Exhibitions . Celebration events .



Partnerships

Bassingbourn Primary & Village College | Kneesworth House Hospital | Local Business | Diocese

Helping us reach our people



Population: 3,830*

No large café to relax with friends!
*2021 Bassingbourn & Whaddon

*2021 Census



Cafe & Chapel 

Serving the Community

Commercially Viable | Community Focus | Social Conscience



Our Vision

● A community hub with flexible space to 

serve the varying needs of  our growing 

community

● A programme of events and workshops with 

community partners

● Ethical, Enriching, Sustainable

● Blueprint for parish church development





Flexible
Adaptable space with access for 

buggies, young children, wide 
access for disabled, fitness, dance

Facilities
Kitchen, toilets, baby changing area, 

meeting space, worship space, 
performance space







The Future

Bassingbourn 

Charities 

“Mayhem” 

Collaboration Opportunities
Pilot Workshops Enrichment Initiatives



Initiatives
Music as Therapy - all age

A mental health choir for all and carers/families

Tea Dances for the retired/elderly

Local History - Memphis Belle, Miracle Plays - Exhibition and performance space

Arts Cafe Sessions - creativity to promote community and mental wellbeing

Skills Cafe Sessions - jobs, life-skills, budgeting, relationships

Network Hub - entrepreneurs, work from home community

Pre-School nursery development

Holiday Club helping families to work - with Forest School element

Supporting local business and charities - awareness, partnerships, training



Hot Numbers Shepreth
People will come…

Case Study 



Franchise
Proven success in Cambridgeshire area

Music and community ethos / fit

Opportunity for brand enrichment - “coffee with a conscience” 

Access community services and support

Training and employment opportunities

@



Full capacity from early morning every day of the week

Away from motorway, in a ‘barn’, next to a lawnmower shop

Demand = destination…they got it right



Michaelhouse Cafe & Centre
Adapting a church for the 21st century

Case Study 



A cafe, community centre and arts space with meeting rooms 
in central Cambridge with cafe space franchise

Aesthetic fit - historic church building

Enrichment ethos - working with community 

Nourishing the mind, body and soul

Case study Michaelhouse 



Case study Michaelhouse 



Case study Michaelhouse 



Case study Michaelhouse 



Case study Michaelhouse 



Tender building contract

12 months

Roof and internal floor 

18 months

Mezzanine level, electrics, 
plumbing, heatsource pump

Heatsource pump application
Cafe installation & staff 

training

3 months

ToR for the groups

Nominations for mentors and 
trustees (6 month window)

Social media storytelling
Coffee with Conscience 

Champions! 

Our Timeline 



Our Timeline 

Community 
Engagement 

30 months

Annual Review

Ongoing

Knowledge sharing

Community partners = 
programme of events & 
workshops.
Social events for “Friends”, 
private hire for rooms and 
entertainment space for 
private parties or concerts

Via the Diocese & hosting 
seminars

24 months

Trustees and Mentoring 
Team Reporting 



Funding

● We envisage our community café as a meeting space for all in the village. 

● We want to partner with you 

● Just like joining a gym we propose Gold ,Silver, and Bronze membership of the 

community café. 

● Like other crowd funding projects we expect the local community to profit from 

our success. 

● We want Bassingbourn to have a large, thriving, social hub in its most ancient 

and beautiful building, restoring the church to its former glory. 

With your help we can make it happen…



The Reverend 

Helen Orr

Former choral scholar and theology graduate in church restoration history from 
Magdalene College, Cambridge. 

As a pioneer minister at Michaelhouse she developed the idea of cafe church. 
She began to see how the Church of England could be using their church 
buildings in a much more community centred way whilst losing none of their 
spiritual integrity.

Her vision is to look at how we can be church to our communities in 21st century 
and beyond. 

As a church historian she has looked with interest on how churches have 
evolved and changed over the centuries and how they can continue to evolve 
with your help in the twenty-first century . 

Thirteenth century Bassingbourn had both theatre and festivals in its large 
central nave. 

The project seeks to restore the vision and the purpose for which Bassingbourn 
and local parish churches were originally intended; as 'community spaces' for 
everyone - a Wellspring of Hope for all...



Meet the Team
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