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The Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul, Bassingbourn 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

held on Sunday 25 May 2025 at the United Reformed Church Bassingbourn 
 

Minutes 
 

Present – Revd Helen Orr (Chair), Nicola Aylott, Lesley Bond, Patrick Byrne,  
David Coton, Hilary Ellwood, Mike Hallett, Mandy Jones, Graham Jones, Joanna Jones, Nick 
Jones, Renate Marsh, Sarah Morris, Simon Morris, Vic Nickson, Cheryl Parkinson, Simon 
Parkinson, Fiona Pearce, Keith Pollard, Moyra Pollard, Jane Ravenscroft,  
Miriam Skuce, Vic Skuce, Jane Stevenson, Bryn White, Margaret White,  
Althea Whybrow (total 27 attendees). 

 
1. Opening prayer – Revd Helen Orr. 

2. Mike Hallett was appointed Clerk for the meeting. 

3. Apologies for absence – Alan Bond, Erica Coomber, Ann Cross, Jay Derrett,  
Heather Place, Karen van der Pol, Michelle Renwick, Steve Renwick, Nicole Searle,  
Jane Stevenson and Lesley Stewart. 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 12 May 2024 had been considered by the PCC at 
its meeting on 04 June 2024.  The minutes were accepted without objection and signed. 

5. Election of lay members to the PCC 

Ex-officio members are currently the Revd Helen Orr (Minister), the Revd Amanda O’Neill 
(Associate Minister), Erica Coomber (Licensed Lay Minister), Simon Morris (Licensed Lay 
Minister), Steve Renwick (Licensed Lay Minister), the two Churchwardens David Coton 
(elected today) and Michelle Renwick and the two Deanery Synod representatives Nick 
Jones and Michelle Renwick. 

There can be up to nine elected members of the laity (each normally elected for 3 years).   
There are three vacancies for three years. 

Three nominations had been received: 

Mike Hallett - proposed by Jay Derrett and seconded by Nick Jones 
Fiona Pearce – proposed by Mike Hallett and seconded by Lesley Bond 
Maggie White – proposed by Sarah Morris and seconded by Lesley Bond 
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Miriam Skuce indicated that she would like to propose Vic Skuce but this was not 
immediately seconded and Mike Hallett advised that there would be a place available for 
co-option by the PCC at its 08 July meeting.  Miriam was provided with the nomination 
form. 

As there are sufficient places available Mike Hallett, Fiona Pearce and Maggie White were 
elected to the PCC. 

6. Appointment of the Independent Examiner 

Roger van Poortvliet had acted as Independent Examiner for 2024.  It is hoped that Roger 
will continue to act in this role in 2025 although the amount of work involved with  the 
accruals accounting now required means that it may be necessary to pay an accountant to 
do this for us.  On a proposal by Nick Jones, seconded by Fiona Pearce it was agreed to 
appoint Roger van Poortvliet if he remains willing. 

7. Electoral Roll Report 

The Electoral Roll Officer Hilary Ellwood reported that the electoral roll had been renewed 
this year and there were now 61 people on the roll.  92% of those people had used the 
electronic form which had simplified the processing. 

8. Annual Report and Accounts 

With the exception of the Treasurer’s Report and the accounts the Annual Report 
(containing the Churchwardens’ Report and the Deanery Synod Report) was approved by 
the PCC on 25 February 2025. 

The receipt of grants for the building work had raised the income for the year above the 
£250,000 threshold triggering a change from receipts and payments accounting to 
accruals accounting.  The change in accounting method had proved particularly complex 
meaning that the independently examined accounts were not yet available, nor the 
Treasurer’s Report.  Hence the Annual Report and accounts are not yet complete.  Lesley 
Bond commented that this is disappointing.  On this matter the meeting was adjourned. 

The Churchwardens and Deanery Synod Representatives were invited to add to the 
written reports already submitted for the Annual Report. 

Churchwardens’ Report – Vic Skuce reported that it had been an unusual year but with 
challenges overcome.  Some work still remained from the 2018 Quinquennial Inspection.  
The yew tree undermining the porch has still to be removed with the Diocese questioning 
the work. 

Deanery Synod report – Nick Jones reported that the Rural Dean is now active.  However, 
there were still problems with the dormant bank account which is not yet set up.  The 
£20K in this bank account had been pledged by the Deanery to the Diocese to cover 
unpaid parish shares.  Simon Morris asked whether it was the Parish or the Diocese that 
owns the church.  Helen responded that there are some similarities with a landlord-tenant 
relationship. 
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9. Vicar’s Address 

Helen remarked that it was a privilege knowing everyone, something not always possible 
in city churches.  She paid tribute to Gladys Avon who had passed away.  Our church is 
punching above its weight with people willing to volunteer.  Prayer is the engine of what 
we are doing here and we should pray for a big cheque to allow us to finish the building 
work.  Helen suggested that we should hold a fête in September. 

 
10. Closing Prayer  

 

The meeting was adjourned under Church Representation Rule M7.  It was then resumed on 
Sunday 16 November 2025 after the morning service. 

8. Annual Report and Accounts 

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2024 had been reviewed by the PCC and published on 
the church website.  No questions were raised.  On a proposal by Nick Jones, seconded by 
Erica Coomber, the Annual Report and Accounts were approved and signed. 


